
COVID-19 Communiqué – 06  

Email to all parents, students, STAFF & Governing Council 

Date: 15th March 2020 

COVID-19: Update 06  

In my newsletter on Friday I mentioned that we would communicate in more detail concerning our 

preparations and plans in response to the COVID-19 virus threat. 

To date we have had no suspected or actual case of the virus at the school and as of this morning one 

case has been detected in Eswatini. 

I wish to reassure all and especially our students and parents that our first priority is to do everything 

necessary to keep our students, staff and other members of our community safe avoiding any 

unnecessary risks of exposure to COVID-19. 

Our second priority is to make sure that we continue the academic programme with as little disruption 

as possible. We are very conscious that our students (and families) have entrusted their educational 

futures in our hands. To deliver on this mandate we need to keep our teaching and other programmes 

as normal as possible. Our IB2s and form 5s are in the last couple of months of the IBDP and IGCSE 

programmes and we intend ensuring as far as possible that they successfully complete the programme. 

The initiatives described below are aimed at achieving the above two priorities. The situation is also 

quite fluid so we will make decisions as and when necessary and communicate same in regular updates 

that will be emailed to all in our community, published on a dedicated page on the website 

(www.waterford.sz/coronavirus/ - live tomorrow morning) and posted on our social media pages. 

As partners in the education of your children we are very aware that you are primarily responsible for 

your children and we will respect any decisions that you think prudent for the health and safety of your 

own children. Please do consult with the school when making such decisions so that you are fully 

appraised of the educational consequences of making such decisions. 

Could I also appeal to all in our community to be very careful about what you read in the papers or on-

line. On Friday one of our newspapers reported very authoritatively that Lesotho had closed its borders 

due to the virus. This is fake news as the borders were not and have not been closed. Any advice we will 

be giving and the decisions we will be taking will be based on instructions and advice from the 

authorities in Eswatini and other credible authorities such as the World Health Organization or 

reputable South African authorities. We will post on the webpage information we find useful especially 

as one can be overwhelmed by what is circulating on-line. 

  

  

http://www.waterford.sz/coronavirus/


General 

  

1. We are aware that fortunately the COVID-19 infection causes a mild illness in most young 

people. However if anyone has any co-morbidities, specifically cardiovascular, respiratory (for 

example asthma) and depressed immunity (for example, diabetes, HIV, chronic renal disease), it 

can be more severe. 

2. PLEASE NOTE: if you know your child has any such condition please contact the school nurse 

at nurse@waterford.sz, for a discussion on what is the best course of action for your child. 

3. Please don’t hesitate to email any queries to me at Covid19@waterford.sz if you don’t find the 

information you need from the emails or the website. 

  

Hygiene on campus 

4. With immediate effect we have instituted the following on campus. The initiatives below are 

based on consultations with Dr. Mark Mills, an officer in the Centre for Disease Control and the 

National Epidemiologist. 

5. The school is working closely with local health professionals and a private hospital where we can 

refer students and staff for further screening and medical management. 

6. Educational posters on the Covid-19 will be put in hostels, classroom blocks, admin block and 

reception, including information about good hygiene habits and social distancing. 

7. Hand sanitizers have been rolled out in the residences, classroom blocks, reception, school clinic 

and admin block. We have also ordered as much of the refill liquid as we can source. 

8. We have ordered more thermometers to aid with any screening / monitoring of staff and 

students. 

9. All staff and students who are sick and especially who present with flu-like symptoms are 

expected to remain at home and self-isolate. We have put in plans to initiate a dedicated 

isolation block for boarders who are ill as this becomes necessary. 

10. We have a plan in place to hire more nursing assistance as needed. 

11. We have reviewed our cleaning protocols ensuring that disinfectant is used regularly on all 

surfaces and toilets. 

12. Buses will be disinfected every morning and hand sanitizers will be made available in the buses. 
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13. We have embarked on an education programme of all our support staff on health and hygiene 

and infection control. 

14. We are sourcing over 800 of the usual winter flu vaccine for all in our community as soon as it 

has been produced. That will assist in the detection of any COVID-19 infections by suppressing 

the usual winter colds and flus. 

  

Current travel 

15. All school trips outside of the country will be cancelled with immediate effect, which includes 

the Geography trip to Mpumalanga and the History trip to Johannesburg. The sports trip to 

Maputo has already been cancelled by the host school. 

16. We advise no students or teachers should travel outside of the country until further notice. 

Obviously such travel may be unavoidable but we are trying to avoid a situation where a student 

may not get back into the country if Eswatini decides to close its borders, or insist on a two 

week quarantine on return to the country. Anyone may also be restricted in coming back (for 

months perhaps) if they leave now, with the concomitant impact on their ability to complete 

this year’s schooling. 

  

Holiday travel 

17. We are aware that our advice concerning travel in the holidays may result in high numbers of 

students wanting to remain on campus for the duration of the holidays and wish to advise as 

follows. 

18. Accommodation and supervision will be available for all students wishing to remain during the 

holidays. 

o 1. We hope that as many of our younger students as possible (Form 1 to 5) will be able 

to return home; likewise we hope that many of our IB students will be able to make 

arrangements to stay with link families, other home stays in country or travel in country 

at least for part of the holidays. 

o 2. We are aware that for our students to remain on campus for the entire four weeks 

might be very tedious and so making arrangements to stay with local families or to 

travel will assist with this possible consequence. 

19. Air travel: 

o 1. We advise strongly against travelling home by air, particularly as they will travel 

through international airports with consequent threat of exposure. This is particularly 



relevant for travel to countries where the virus has been endemic; the real danger is 

that students will not be able to return. 

o 2. If they return we may need to impose a two week quarantine on them before they 

can return to school. 

20. Road Travel: 

o 1. We expect our Swazi students to return to their homes if they live in-country. 

o 2. We do hope we will be able to provide the usual transport to Johannesburg and 

Maputo for those that live in the region. If not, we hope many of our parents will be 

able to collect their children here at the school at the start of the holidays. 

21. To assist in our holiday planning, please could you fill in the travel plans you wish to make on the 

usual travel links (to be found at the bottom of this email). A number of fields have been added 

to the links so that we can plan appropriately for any travel restrictions in place due to COVID-

19. 

  

Other matters 

22. Government has discouraged all large gatherings. The Eswatini ISASA school heads have 

therefore decided to cancel all sports fixtures forthwith. Tomorrow we will review plans 

concerning any of our other off-campus student commitments (town run for boarders, 

Commserve, other educational outings, etc.) and other restrictions on students leaving campus, 

including visits to link families. 

23. We will also review all indoor sporting activities. 

24. We are in the process of investigating on-line learning opportunities as a contingency plan for 

the future. 

We are in the midst of extraordinary times, and we are making decisions based on the best advice 

available, whilst realizing that there is a large degree of uncertainty and at times disagreement on what 

the most appropriate response to the crisis may be. We can manage this if we all approach this based on 

the two priorities I started this email with: keeping safe with as little disruption to the educational 

programme as possible. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Lowry 

Principal 

  



  

  

Transport To and From Johannesburg 

https://forms.gle/dezEZqgAkDEEzt7w7 

 The buses depart Waterford on Thursday 9th April 2020 at 6.00 am and 6.30 respectively 

 Arrive at OR Tambo at 12.30pm and 13.30pm respectively at the OR Tambo Airport Bus Terminal 

behind Intercontinental Hotel 

 Buses return from OR Tambo on Monday 11th May, 2020 at 12 noon and 2pm respectively 

departing from Parkstation, Eastgate and OR Tambo’s Bus Terminal behind Intercontinental 

Hotel 

 Please note that the dates of travel are subject to change 

  

Transport To and From Maputo 

https://forms.gle/Cvdb4D5EtmikmUPJ6 

 Departs Waterford on Thursday 9th April 2020 at 6am 

 Please do not sign up for the Maputo bus if you do not have a valid Visa to Mozambique 

 Arrives in central Maputo at mid-afternoon (Traffic dependent) 

 Returns on Monday 11th May, 2020 departing Maputo International School at 12 noon 4 

 Please note that the dates of travel are subject to change. 

  

Shuttle 

https://forms.gle/Cvdb4D5EtmikmUPJ6 

 School transport will leave from the Main Gate 1hr before the shuttle departs from Mbabane 

 Airport shuttle depart Mbabane at 5am, 8am, 11am and 2pm 

 Students should take shuttle from the airport to Mbabane. A school van will pick students up 

from Mbabane. 

 Please note that the dates of travel are subject to change. 
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For your reference the Term Calendar dates are at the link below:  

 https://waterford.sz/downloads/academic/2020%20Calendar.pdf 

  

 

https://waterford.sz/downloads/academic/2020%20Calendar.pdf

